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 (Am. #48-88)  

(1) DEFINITIONS:  

Abandoned Motor Vehicle: Any vehicle that has been allowed to remain 
standing on any alley, street, highway, private or public property in the 
City without the owner's permission for more than 72 hours is deemed 
abandoned and constitutes a public nuisance.  

Dismantled, Inoperable, Junked or Wrecked Motor Vehicles, Truck 
Bodies, Tractors, Trailers: Motor vehicles, truck bodies, tractors or trailers 
in such state of physical or mechanical condition as to be incapable of 
propulsion or being operated upon the public streets or highways 
including, but not limited to, unlicensed motor vehicles.  

Junk: Worn out or discarded material of little or no value including, but 
not limited to, household appliances or parts thereof, machinery and 
equipment or parts thereof, tools and discarded building materials, or any 
other unsightly debris, the accumulation of which has an adverse affect on 
the neighborhood or City property values, health, safety or general 
welfare.  

Motor Vehicle: As defined in §340.01(35), Wis. Stats. Additionally, motor 
vehicle means any automobile, automobile part, all- terrain vehicle, 
snowmobile, motor home, bus, motorcycle, van or other device designed 
for travel. 

(2) STORAGE RESTRICTED.  

(a) No person shall accumulate, store or allow any dismantled, inoperable, 
junked, wrecked vehicle, or abandoned motor vehicle, truck bodies, 
tractors or trailers in the open, upon any private or public property within 
the City for a period exceeding seventy-two hours, unless it is in 
connection with an automotive sales, repair, or storage business enterprise 
located in a properly zoned area or a junkyard license under §8.02 of the 
Code.  

(b) Any business engaged in automotive sales or repair may retain such 
vehicles in the open on private property for a period not to exceed 20 days 
after which such vehicles must be removed.  
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(c) No person shall accumulate, store, or allow any junk as defined in sub. 
(1) outside of any building on any real estate located in the City for more 
than 72 hours.  

(3) REMOVAL AND DISPOSAL OF ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLES.  

(a) Any motor vehicle deemed abandoned as defined in sub. (1) shall be 
impounded until lawfully claimed or disposed of under par. (b), except 
that if it is deemed by the Chief of Police or his designee that the cost of 
towing and storage charges for the impoundment would exceed the value 
of the vehicle, the vehicle may be junked or sold by the City prior to the 
expiration of the impoundment period, upon determination by the Chief of 
Police or his designee, that the vehicle is not stolen or otherwise wanted 
for evidence or other reasons.  

(b) Any vehicle which is deemed abandoned by the City and not disposed 
of under par. (a) shall be retained in storage for a minimum period of 10 
days after certified mail notice has been sent to the owner and lien holders 
of record to permit reclamation of the vehicle after payment of accrued 
charges. Such notice shall set forth the year, make, model and serial 
number of the abandoned motor vehicle; the place where the vehicle is 
being held; and shall inform the owner and any lien holders of their right 
to reclaim the vehicle. The notice shall state that the failure of the owner 
or lien holders to exercise their rights to reclaim their vehicle under this 
section shall be deemed a waiver of all right, title and interest in the 
vehicle and a consent to the sale of the vehicle. Each retained vehicle not 
reclaimed by the owner or lien holder may be sold.  

(c) The owner of an abandoned vehicle, except a stolen vehicle, is 
responsible for the abandonment and all costs of impounding and 
disposing of the vehicle. Costs not recovered from the sale of the vehicle 
may be recovered in a civil action by the City against the owner.  

(d) Within 5 days after the sale or disposal of a vehicle as provided in pars. 
(a) and (b), the City shall advise the Department of Transportation of the 
sale or disposition on a form supplied by the Department.  

(4) ISSUANCE OF CITATION; ACTION TO ABATE. a. Whenever any vehicle or junk 
as defined in sub. (1) above accumulates, stores or remains in the open on any property 
within the City contrary to the provisions of this section, the Building Inspector shall 
notify the owner of such property on which such vehicle or junk is located it is in 
violation of this section. If such vehicle or junk is not removed within 72 hours, a citation 
shall be caused to be issued to the property owner or the occupant of the property upon 
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which such vehicle or junk is located. In addition, an action to abate such nuisance may 
be commenced as provided in §12.06 of this chapter.  
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